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A Double Wave In Support of All Volunteers Posted During Volunteers Week 

 



 Mary Hacio, (left) a woman I have known for more years than I 

can remember from when she worked with, (managed), my 

younger sister both at the NRMA and the Police Department. 

When our National Secretary, Sharan, became ill last year Mary 

stepped up her involvement with NOWN and has been a great 

helper when needed, which is very often as we wait for Sharan’s 

health to improve.  Her intellect, management skills, creativity 

and generosity are most welcomed by NOWN.  Mary virtually 

manages some of our projects from the beginning to end. 

Mary is a dedicated volunteer volunteering with at least two 

more organisations. She is a pleasure to work with and a real 

boon to NOWN. Thank you for all your efforts, Mary, where 

would National (NOWN) be without you? Aloma Fennell National 

President. 

Postscript many of you may not know that NOWN, unlike our 

State bodies, does not, I repeat does not, receive any funding. 

Membership fees to State bodies donate a small capitation fee to 

NOWN. Thus all donations are gratefully received. 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A few of you will already know that, as of today, 22 April, a number of 
the EveryAGE Counts team have been stood down. The stand downs affect me, 
Marlene Krasovitsky, Joel Pringle and Kendal Sharratt. Sue McGrath will continue in her 
role. 
 Our Executive Director and campaign co-chair, Dr Kirsty Nowlan, will work reduced 
hours (2 days per week). At this stage the stand downs are in place until the end of 
June, however, they will be reviewed at the end of May as this dynamic COVID-19 
situation continues to evolve, from Keryn Curtis. Keryn had organisation our President’s 
meeting with Hon Ken Wyatt at Parliament House last year. 

 



 1st NOWN Zoom 
Meeting (The names have been changed to protect 

the innocent and the swearing was also deleted from the 
recording) therefore, a copy of the recording is not 
available for your viewing pleasure. 
Photo image L to R, Upper: Ann-Marie Kestle (NSW), Ruth Tom Sargent 
(Mackay Qld), Lee Hodgson, (Qld President);Lower L to R, Cate Turner 
(NSW); Julie Boyd & Patricia Morris, (W.A.) Aloma Fennell. (National 
President) 

 
 
 
 
Dear Members and friends, 
   

Here we are in these enormously challenging times. Here we are managing to meet 

these challenging times and hopefully moving forward focusing on togetherness - 

doing this together, supporting each other. On this note I am delighted to advise that our 

former National Secretary, Sharan Tuite, is back in this role working with us. June 

Donnelly, from Queensland OWN, who stood in while Sharan was ill deserves our 

praise and thanks for ‘being there’ for us, a good example of togetherness. Thank you 

June for stepping up x 

This Newsletter addresses some of these challenging times in which we find ourselves 

and in doing so, provides information that will be helpful and useful to all as we go about 

or daily lives, uncertain of our futures. I would certainly like to think that this uncertainly 

does not in any way deter our togetherness as together is where our focus in all that we 

do, needs to be. We stand for a future platform upon which we support each other, have 

our voices & concerns heard, and actively, where possible, play a role in developing a 

healthy future for the rights, dignity and wellbeing of the Older Women of Australia. 

As this is our mantra, our reason for being. 

 

 

 



 

National Constitution 

Following recent questions and comments regarding our National AGM held in Sydney 

in November, immediately following the National conference, the National Executive 

agreed to organising a meeting with a constitutional Lawyer. The issues at hand being 

that the National AGM voted in more National Councilors than our Constitution allows. 

In fact, according to our constitutional lawyer our constitution, overall, is need of serious 

revision. This has been discussed with the National Councilors and it has been agreed 

that we move forward with this task the potential revision/updating of our Constitution.  

A committee of National Councilors will take carriage of this task. This committee 

includes the National President, Qld President, W.A. President, the National Secretary 

and a Councilor from NSW who will assist. The meetings will begin early June and we 

will keep you updated as the process progresses. Any/all revisions will be put to the 

membership before adoption. 

 

 

 

National AGM in November 

The National Council has agreed that our AGM will be held in November, precisely 

where it will be held is an unknown at this time. Originally, we had hoped for Canberra 
where we have some evolving interests, several sister organisations, and where we can 

look forward to establishing an OWN A.C.T. branch/group. However, these ongoing 

uncertain times have prompted us to reconsider and reconsider we will. Meantime we 

will keep you posted. On this note I do trust you are following NOWN on Twitter and 

Facebook where, with great support from family, friends and members I am managing 

to “post” news of interest. However, in the spirit of togetherness post to us in return. 

Stay Safe, Keep Well, 

Warm regards to all 

Aloma Fennell 

National President 
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Women Leading the Way: 

Looking for examples of true leadership in a crisis? From Iceland to Taiwan and from 
Germany to New Zealand, women are stepping up to show the world how to manage a 
messy patch for our human family. 
 

Feminist Response to Covid-19: 

Feminists around the world have come together in a moment of collective organising to 
outline key principles for a just and resilient recovery from our current pandemic, as well 
as to track responses and uplift collective action of feminists around the world. 



State Reports: 

Hello to everyone from QLD. 

Our Queensland branches continue to work together to make O.W. N. Q. stronger and 
the very best organisation it can be. In these time with covid -19 having  and impacting 
on everyone’s  life but convenor’s and member working together to keep in touch with 
the modern technology by zoom, skype and chat-room  or just a simple phone call to a 
member to make sure they are coping during these difficult time. Also some of our 
O W.N.Q. members will be involved in the ‘be connect project’ to learn more skills in 
the modern technology. 
 
We now have 8 branches in Queensland. 
 
Capalaba branch, while in lock down, have put their time into making trauma teddies for 
the local Ambulance and scrub caps for the nurses at the local hospital. 
Southern Gold Coast branch continue to grow and share friendship and social life whilst 
continuing to expand and gain new members 
Logan Beenleigh branch is expanding and going forward the members coming from 
different cultures and backgrounds making them a very diverse and strong group. 
Judith in the Mitchelton group has achieved many good outcomes in their branch they 
hold zoom meetings fortnightly and have also gained many new members. 
Woody point is also progressing well under the guidance of their convenor and  
Bribie Island is one of our new groups under leadership of Betty and Leonie This branch 
is growing and going from strength to strength. 
 
Mackay is one of our bigger branches and they meet every week with a range of 
speakers as well as being incredibly involved with the local community. 
Gympie is also a large branch with 70 members Gympie has a strong connection with 
the community E.G. The council, meals on wheels, the local library the homeless and 
they are also very generous with volunteering their time to help those in need. 
 
Every branch continues to attract new members. Before covid19 we had a meet and 
greet morning tea at the sunshine coast at Maroochydore and after shut-down is over 
I will have Maroochydore group up and running again.  We also have a contact at 
Ashgrove for a new branch which we have also just put on hold till the Covid-19 is over. 
It been said that change is the only constant in life and no woman  ever  steps into the 
same river twice as the water within it is ever flowing and changing from one second to 
the next .We see it every day in our lives and sometimes the water flows  faster than 
other time and we can  be paddling  hard to keep up as women it is often 
remarkable  what we do and achieve. But there certainly has been plenty of 
things  happening in O. W. N. Q to keep up pondering about that ever flowing river of 
change. 
Lee Hodgson.   
 
    ___________________________ 
 
 

 



 

WESTERN AUSTRALIA OLDER  WOMEN’S  NETWORK 

Given the position we find ourselves in today and our report due I thought I would give 

you an insight into our West Australian network. 

We have some 40 members diverse in age, knowledge and interests all with a 

commitment to ‘ OWNWA’  we have a strong executive and committee of 10 ladies with 

each with different portfolio to manage, with  Guest Speakers, members welfare, 

outings, birthdays, special occasions,  trading table  and our chosen charities Wheel 

Chairs for Kids, Christmas in Shoebox, African Outreach Program also the  Children’s 

Hospital and King Edward Maternity Hospital. 

Many of our members are prolific crocket, knitting and sewers for our chosen charities 

to support, quite wonderful generosity. 

We meet twice a month for our business and social gatherings with a guest speaker at 

one of these meetings on issues relevant to us, 

 

We enjoy support from local State Members of Parliament also our Federal Member for 

Burt, also our Local Government Council for information, and the formation of a 

Community Forum in a local theatre with Guest Speakers on issues that impact on us. 

 

Since the impact of the ‘corovirus’ our executive and committee have divided our 

membership up between us to keep in contact each week to ensure they have support 

or if in need of assistance.   

 

Our best wishes to all members of the Older Women’s Network. 

Patricia Morris & Julie Boyd 

 
    _____________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

OWN NSW REPORT MAY 2020 

 
Of course, OWN NSW is affected as is the whole world by the Covid 19 Pandemic and 
all our groups were advised to go into shutdown.  Our members are obviously in the 
vulnerable age group and everyone has been encouraged to take precautions to stay 
safe, stay well and stay home. 
This can lead to boredom or the accentuation of loneliness.  So online activities have 
been setup available to all and obtainable through our website at ownnsw.org.au. 
 
Some online participants are:   

 OWN Sydney has organised their bookgroup to conduct book discussions on 
Zoom 

 Northside OWN Feldenkrais Instructor conducts classes for members on a 
weekly basis on Zoom 

 OWN Newtown also conducts Zoom Feldenkrais classes. 

 The regular Movie group of OWN NSW is now watching SBS on Demand movies 
and discusses them fortnightly on a zoom linkup through Board member Carolyn 
and Janice 

 Board member Pauline is conducting movement and dance classes 

 Cuppa and chat fortnightly 

 Chair Yoga 

 Meditation  

 Tai Chi 

 Crafternoon  

 Photography with your phone 
All the above are available through our website  
 
OWN NSW Board meetings are now conducted online via ZOOM. 
Our office staff are working from home and the wonderful Christine is still producing the 
fortnightly ‘Downtime’ with all its helpful information and the  ‘OWN Matters’ newsletter 
is still coming out monthly. 
Office Manger Yumi has been as busy as ever covering a wide range of activities,  
preparing submissions, liaising with other groups, meeting with appropriate persons and 
attending to website matters.  These activities cover such subjects as the visiting rights 
at Aged Care facilities, Elderabuse forum,working with the Aged Care Alliance, and. 
Many others representing OWN NSW.  Her energy is boundless .  No-one is more 
dedicated than Yumi to the rights dignity and well-being of older women. 
The website now contains information and advice regarding the Covid 19 virus. 
Cate Turner 
 
 

  



Tips to help address ageism during the pandemic 
 
date created: May 6, 2020 

 
Ageism, stereotyping and discrimination against individuals or groups based on their 
age, can contribute to inaccurate and misleading information or influence COVID-19-
related health care discussions and decisions of older people.  
 
Conversations and decisions about health treatments for COVID-19 need to account for 
the diversity of older adults and the complexities of old age. Unfortunately, news 
accounts and social media postings convey that many discussions about the virus and 
healthcare rationing devalue older adults. Ageism can include prejudicial attitudes, 
discriminatory practices, or institutional policies and practices that perpetuate 
stereotypical beliefs. Further, ageism interacts with other stigmatized identities such as 
sex, race, gender, and sexual orientation to exacerbate advantages and disadvantages 
across groups.  
 
Here are some tips to help older people, their families, caregivers and health 
professionals confront ageism during this pandemic: 
 
Be self-aware 
 
Ageism is pervasive and often difficult to detect. Be aware of your own ageist attitudes, 
language, and behaviors. Strive to avoid exclusive and discriminatory language against 
older adults. Remember that we are all aging and that, hopefully, we will all become an 
older adult. 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
Speak out against ageism 
 
Speak out against ageist attitudes expressed by others, including institutional leaders 
and the media. Many people are not aware of ways their language and behaviors 
negatively portray older adults. 
Remember that older adults are diverse and have intersecting identities 
Older adults vary widely in race, ethnicity, health status, functional status, needs, risks, 
position in marginalized or privileged groups, and by extension, their resources and 
ability to cope effectively during a crisis. When addressing and responding to COVID-19 
outbreak, use an individualized lifespan approach to meet the needs of and care for all 
individuals, especially older adults, not just their chronological age. 

 
Pay attention to nuances in the data 
 
For example, view the relatively high hospitalization rate for adults aged 65-74 within 
the context of the relatively low mortality rate for this age group. These statistics 
suggest that many older adults benefit from medical treatment for COVID-19. Further, 
people who reach age 65 have an average life expectancy of 19.5 more years (20.6 
years for females and 18.1 years for males). These individuals have nearly two decades 
of life remaining if they recover from COVID-19. 

 
Spread the facts 
 
The onslaught of information about COVID-19 is overwhelming and might contribute to 
misinformation and misunderstanding that can exacerbate ageist attitudes. Sharing 
accurate information is vital to ensure responses to COVID-19 benefits everyone. Make 
sure health workers, policy makers and health care administrators are aware of diversity 
among older adults. Older adults in other marginalized populations may be at particular 
risk for the negative consequences of ageism. If you work with these groups, advocating 
for their needs will be particularly important. 

 

Acknowledgement: This tip sheet was developed by the AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL Society 
Committee on Aging. May 2020 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 



 

IMPROVING MEMORY 

 

GET YOUR HEARING TESTED! 

It makes sense; if you have trouble hearing something, you are bound to have trouble 

remembering it. It is not that you forgot, but rather, you never heard the information in 

the first place. 

In addition, the struggle to hear something that sounds garbled requires the brain to 

work harder and possibly use resources at the expense of other functions. One study 

found that adults with mild to moderate hearing loss remembered fewer of the items 

from a list of 15 spoken words than did adults with good hearing. The researchers 

concluded that the extra effort involved in trying to hear the words diverted brain 

resources from acquisition and consolidation of memory. Hearing loss is a remarkably 

common problem, particularly in older adults. 

What you can do: Periodic hearing tests should be part of routine medical care. 

Hearing loss is highly treatable. Haring aid technology has improved greatly in recent 

years; if you tried a hearing aid in the past and didn’t find it helpful, consider trying 

again. Successful use of a hearing aid may require several follow-up visits to the 

hearing aid specialist, who will fine-tune and adjust the device for your needs. 

GINKGO – A no-go for memory 

Ginkgo biloba, an extract from the nuts and leaves of the maidenhair tree, has been 

widely touted as a memory booster. But the popularity of this supplement is more of a 

testament to the power of marketing than to any measurable brain benefits from ginkgo, 

according to a large body of research. 

Gingko biloba has been tested in dozens of studies involving both healthy people and 

those with mild to severe cognitive impairments.  The findings have been disappointing. 

A study published in Human Psychopharmacology analyzed results from 28 studies that 

looked at the effects of ginkgo on memory, executive function, and attention in healthy 

adults without dementia. They found no measurable positive effects on any of the three 

types of mental function. 

Taking ginkgo has not been shown to reduce risk for Alzheimer’s disease or other 

causes of dementia. And it is of not help for people with dementia. A reviews by the 

Cochrane Collaboration, an international group of independent experts evaluated 36 

studies testing ginkgo biloba in people with cognitive impairment or dementia and 

concluded the evidence of any benefit for the extract was “inconsistent and unreliable’. 

From Harvard Medical School Special Health Report (2016). 

  



WHY SELF-DOUBT MAKES LEADERS BETTER by Dr Jason Fox

 Jason A. Fox is a Melbourne based thought 

leader, author and motivational speaker.   

 

One of my favourite books was Oliver Burkeman’s The Antidote: Happiness for people 

who can’t stand positive thinking. In this book Burkeman challenges many of the 

conventional positive thinking approaches to happiness, instead advocating what he 

calls the negative path to happiness. 

Doubt makes ideas stronger 

It is quite apparent that doubt is fundamental to discovery. It is an inherent element of 

the scientific method, and the precursor to all great questions and breakthroughs. Doubt 

births wisdom and is deeply linked to quality ideas. It is uncomfortable, but we know that 

all growth and development happen just outside our comfort zones.  

Doubt makes leaders better 

Have you ever felt that sooner or later, your colleagues and everyone around you will 

realise that you are not as smart as people think you are. That you are not really 

qualified for the position you hold. And that one-day people will point at you and shout 

“imposter” – exposing you for the fraud you are. 

I get that feeling nearly all the time it is called the imposter syndrome. It is the scenario 

whereby we constantly compare ourselves to our talented peers. Or mor specifically, we 

compare our own doubt-ridden internal perceptions with the confident façade that others 

project. We feel there is a big discrepancy – but for all we know, they could be full of 

self-doubt too. In fact, if they are any good, they probably are. 

Food for thought/ What do you think? 

Your comments are welcome. Please send to nationalown@gmail.com please add your name 

and if you are a member what member group you are in. 

 

  

mailto:nationalown@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/search?q=dr+jason+fox&tbm=isch&source=iu&ictx=1&fir=JAIfEWy73ImKIM%3A%2CDFtpwXQAImEy-M%2C%2Fg%2F11b_03z69k&vet=1&usg=AI4_-kQUldf3uf7YEX3TVbiZZTROSBUn5A&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwid8PWUmNjpAhWPeisKHShDDugQ_B16BAgREA8#imgrc=JAIfEWy73ImKIM:


Oldest woman in Spain becomes the oldest survivor of 

coronavirus  

Maria Branyas, a 113-year-old Spanish woman and the country’s oldest 

person, has also become the country’s oldest survivor of Corona Virus: 

according to Spanish media.

 

Maria Branyas celebrated her 113th birthday in March. Photo COURTESY 

OF ROSA MORET 

 

 



KEY FACTS:  

: Born in 1907 in San Francisco, Branyas spent her early childhood years in the U.S. 
before moving back home to Spain in 1915—specifically, to the region of Catalonia. 

For the past 20 years, she’s been living in a care home in the Catalonian city of Olot,  

There she celebrated her 113th birthday on March 4, 2020—ten days before Spain 

imposed one of the strictest lockdowns in Europe, which has made it impossible for 

Branyas to see her family since then. 

 

After Branyas was declared Spain’s oldest living person in 

December, her daughter began managing a Twitter account in her name. From the 

Twitter account, Branyas informed her followers on March 27, 2020, that coronavirus 

was spreading through the care home. She wrote a message thanking the staff who 

were putting their lives on the line to take care of residents like her: “Despite the 

anguish and pressure, they come to take care of us every day. Thanks.” 

 

She tested positive for coronavirus in April and was put in isolation in her room 

until her latest coronavirus test returned a negative result. In a recent tweet she 

mentioned she defeated COVID-19. The experience of Maria Branyas is remarkable. 

Her story offers a powerful reminder that people of all ages can survive coronavirus 

and continue to lead an active life afterwards. Her survival shows the weakness of 

approaches that rely on chronological age as a basis for limiting access to 

care,” Thomas Scharf, professor of social gerontology and president of the British 

Society of Gerontology, told Forbes. “Universal health care systems that offer care 

based on individual need rather than ability to pay mean that more people like Maria 

Branyas can overcome coronavirus and spend valuable time with their loved ones.” 

Branyas is among the oldest survivors of coronavirus in the world. In the U.K 

The Guardian reported a 106-year-old woman was reported to have recovered 

from coronavirus in April, and Chinese media reported the recovery of a 103-

year-old woman in March. 

“My mother is a very special person,” Branyas’ daughter Rosa Moret tells Forbes via 

email. Moret says her mother is “a very strong and positive person,” who has enjoyed 

https://twitter.com/MariaBranyas112/status/1243565214362198018
http://www.ctdsb.net/html/2020/0310/videos296877.html


good health for most of her life which, the daughter believes, has likely helped her 

mother defeat COVID-19. 

“The only thing that fails her is her sight and hearing, which is why she has had to get 

used to progressive isolation,” Moret adds. 

Moret says her mother used to receive many visitors in the care home before 

coronavirus and, even though she’s unable to see her loved ones at the moment, she 

has been able to find comfort in those memories. “In life, she says, you have to know 

how to surround yourself with good people, so in moments like this you can think of 

all the happy moments you have lived with them—this helps you to pass moments of 

solitude.” 

KEY QUOTE: “In the solitude of my room, fearless and hopeful, I don’t quite understand 

what’s going on in the world. But I think nothing will be the same again. And don’t think 

about redoing, recovering, rebuilding. It will have to be done all over again and 

differently,” Branyas wrote in a series of tweets, having begun to self-isolate. “I won't be 

able to help you. In fact, for my age, I will no longer be there. But, believe me, you 

need a new order, a change in the hierarchy of values and priorities, a New 

Human Age . . . Health and strength, you will succeed.”  

CRUCIAL BACKGROUND: Spain is one of the worst-hit countries in the world, 

recording more than 227,000 cases of coronavirus and 26,744 COVID-19-related 

deaths so far. Elderly people represent a majority of the recorded deaths worldwide.  

But some health officials warned not to give up hope for the recovery of elderly 

patients: “I think it’s easy to get a perception that if you are older and you get this virus, 

then you’re a goner—absolutely not, the great majority of people will recover from 

this virus, even if they are in their 80s,” Professor Chris Whitty, U.K.’s chief 

medical officer. 

There are between 300 to 450 supercentenarians like Branyas in the world—people 

who live to be 110 years old or more—according to the Gerontology Research Group, a 

U.S. nonprofit dedicated to the study of longevity. 

http://www.grg.org/SC/WorldSCRankingsList.html


A recent study looking to understand what makes supercentenarians’ immune systems 

able to fight off diseases for so long, sees a possible answer in the production of T cells, 

a type of white blood cell that plays a crucial role in the body’s response to diseases. 

Update, May 14: Sofia Lotto Persio Forbes Staff,Assistant Editor based in 

London.Updated May 14, 2020, 05:32am EDT This story was updated with 

comment from Branyas’ daughter Rosa Moret received after publication. 

    

  

  

Consensus Statement Highlights Necessary Factors to Boost Cognitive 
Reserve 

 
The International Federation of Ageing (IFA) is excited to launch a consensus 
statement from the Copenhagen Summit on cognitive reserve. 
 
Held in October 2019 in partnership with DaneAge, the Summit brought together 
over 75 delegates from 22 countries, comprising of public health policy makers, 
international organizations focused on ageing and brain health, academia and 
policy advocacy experts. 
 
The consensus statement identifies three important factors necessary to drive the 
development of a global, coordinated and evidence-informed action plan to boost 
cognitive reserve. 
 
(our National President of NOWN, Aloma Fennell is a member of IFA and has 
attended their meetings in the U.S. & Canada. With Covis-19; Flights permitted 
she will be there in 2021. 
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New report shows women with caring responsibilities at greater risk of poverty 
before COVID-19 and highlights risks of ‘snapback’ 

New analysis of poverty in Australia finds that, before COVID-19, households with 
children with a female main income earner were more than twice as likely to live in 
poverty as those in which the main income earner was male, highlighting the impact of 
caring roles on poverty in Australia. The report also finds that people who were 
unemployed were at greatest risk of poverty, with two-thirds of people in affected 
households living below the poverty line. The report’s findings confirm, once again, the 
inadequacy of pre-COVID payments for people who are unemployed. 

The findings lead the Poverty in Australia 2020: Part 2 – Who is affected? report, 
released today by the Australian Council of Social Service and UNSW Sydney. The 
report compares the impact of poverty on different people in the community, broken 
down by age, family type income source, and labour market and housing status. It 
includes estimates of poverty among people with disabilities and those from culturally 
and ethnically diverse communities. The report, which analyses Australian Bureau of 
Statistics (ABS) data from 2017-18, provides a baseline against which to measure the 
impact of the current COVID-19 pandemic on poverty in Australia. 

Australian Council of Social Service Acting CEO, Jacqueline Phillips, said: 

“This report exposes the disproportionate impact of poverty on households in which 
women are the main income earners. These households are twice as likely to live in 
poverty as those in which men are the main income earners (19% and 10%, 
respectively), with the gap even higher in households with children (at 23% and 10% 
respectively). 

 “Disturbingly, more than a third of single mothers and their children are living in poverty 
(37%). The challenges faced by single mothers that lead to so many being on low 
incomes have serious implications for the wellbeing of those women and their children. 

“Early indications suggest that women have been suffering some of the worst economic 
impacts of the current pandemic, and effective policy action is needed to ensure this 
does not translate into an ongoing reduction in female employment or an increase in 
poverty amongst women and children. A snapback on childcare or income support risks 
trapping single mothers and their children in poverty.” 



Poverty rates vary a great deal among different groups. The main reasons for this are 
also three main drivers of poverty: access to employment, the level of public income 
support available to people with low or no incomes, and housing costs. 

“People who were unemployed were at greatest risk of poverty, with two-thirds of 
affected households living below the poverty line, highlighting the gross inadequacy of 
the $40 a day unemployment payment pre-COVID. The doubling of JobSeeker as part 
of the COVID-19 response has transformed people’s lives. The Government must now 
ensure that the pathway out of the pandemic is also a pathway out of poverty by setting 
a permanent income floor above the poverty line,” said Ms Phillips. 

“The report reveals that renters are almost twice as likely to live in poverty as home-
owners (19% compared with 9%) with public housing tenants at greatest risk (58%). 
The very high proportion of public housing tenants living in poverty reflects the 
disadvantage they face, the highly targeted nature of public housing and the low rates of 
income support payments pre-pandemic. 

“The Government can reduce poverty by permanently lifting social security payments 
above poverty levels, boosting jobs growth, investing in social housing and ensuring 
that childcare is available for all families who need it for the duration of the economic 
recovery and beyond.” 

   _____________________________________ 

 

STAY SAFE BE KIND 

About the World Health Organization 

The World Health Organization directs and coordinates international health within the 

United Nations system. Working with its 194 Member States, WHO’s mission is to 

promote health, keep the world safe and serve the vulnerable. For more information 

about WHO, visit www.who.int. Follow WHO on Twitter and Facebook 

About the UN Foundation 

The UN Foundation brings together ideas, people, and resources to help the United 

Nations drive global progress and tackle urgent problems. Our hallmark is to collaborate 

for lasting change and innovate to address humanity’s greatest challenges. Learn more 

at www.unfoundation.org 

About the COVID-19 Solidarity Fund 

To support the work of the World Health Organization (WHO) and partners in their 

global work on COVID-19, the UN Foundation helped launch the COVID-19 Solidarity 

https://www.who.int/home
https://twitter.com/who
https://www.facebook.com/WHO/
http://www.unfoundation.org/


Response Fund that has raised more than $200 million for lifesaving work around the 

world.  Learn  more about the COVID-19 Solidarity Response Fund for 

the WHO, powered by the UN Foundation at www.covid19responsefund.org. 

About Illumination 

Illumination, founded by Academy Award® nominee Chris Meledandri in 2007, is one of 

the entertainment industry’s leading producers of event-animated films, including 

Despicable Me, the world’s most successful animated franchise. The company’s iconic 

and beloved properties, which are infused with memorable and distinct characters, 

global appeal and cultural relevance, include three of the top-ten animated films of all 

time 
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Website:  www.nown.org.au Email: nationalown@gmail.com 

Facebook: National Older Women's Network – Australia 

 Twitter: https://twitter.com/OlderWomenNetAu 

 

   

 

 
 
 
 

Join Us, Support Us, Donate/ nationalown@gmail.com 

http://www.covid19responsefund.org/
http://www.nown.org.au/
https://twitter.com/OlderWomenNetAu

